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At the heart of the Urban Leadership Foundation of

Colorado lies a steadfast commitment to fostering

professional excellence, promoting community

service, and fostering unity among Black leaders.

 We aspire to transcend
the role of a mere service

provider; our aim is to
become a cornerstone

institution within the Black
and African American

community. 

Our ultimate goal is to cultivate
a society where thriving is not

just a privilege but a
fundamental right for all.
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Dear Supporters, Partners, and Friends,

As we reflect on the past year, I am thrilled to share with you the strides and

accomplishments of the Urban Leadership Foundation of Colorado. In 2023, our

organization remained steadfast in its commitment to nurturing and empowering

emerging leaders from the Black and African American community in Colorado.

Throughout the year, we dedicated ourselves to the training and development of 26

individuals who embody the potential to catalyze change and foster progress within our

communities. At the heart of our mission lies the fervent belief that every individual

deserves the opportunity to actualize their full potential, and it is through our programs

that we strive to make this belief a reality.

In 2023, we proudly unveiled our new strategic plan, which charts a course for expanded

programming tailored to alumni, enhanced professional development for

entrepreneurs, increased political and educational engagement, international

leadership exploration, and the scaling of our organization to become a beacon of

empowerment for the Black and African American community.

This annual report not only showcases the key activities and milestones of the past year

but also offers insight into the ethos that defines us as an organization. We take

immense pride in the metrics we have achieved, yet we remain acutely aware of the

enduring challenges posed by inequity and injustice.

As we look to the future, we reaffirm our unwavering commitment to the pursuit of

social justice, economic empowerment, and educational access. Through our leadership

development initiatives, we endeavor to create a legacy of which everyone can be

proud.

With warmest regards,

Ryan Ross

President & CEO

A Word from Our President.. .A Word from Our President.. .



Vision: 

A world where servant leaders operate at all levels to

provide Black communities with access to the wealth,

talent and support they need to thrive

Mission: 

The Urban Leadership Foundation of Colorado (ULFC) is

an opportunity catalyst that accelerates economic,

social, and professional vitality by investing in Black

professionals, youth and community well-being.

WE Value:

Bolstering Black Excellence                                                                          

Flexing Purpose and Realizing

PowerTransformative Civic EngagementThriving

as a right for all

Vision & ValuesVision & Values   



ULF ConnectULF Connect
Leadership ProgramLeadership Program

ULFC Connect is the signature program for the Urban
Leadership Foundation of Colorado. The ULF Connect
Leadership Program is a transformational leadership

experience designed to enhance and improve the entire
individual. Over a ten-month period, participants are

introduced to a holistic approach to leadership. Equipping
professionals from all backgrounds to lead, inspire, and

grow, ULFC Connect strengthens one's capacity, confidence,
and service to the community. 

 Our pillars are based on:
· Leadership and Professional development

· Civic Engagement
· Sector Exploration – Business, Nonprofit,

Entrepreneurship
· Intentional Community Service

.

The Connect program creates a village for those new to
Colorado or those in search of a safe space to grow and build

with people of African American lineage



The ULFC International Leadership Experience in Africa
was designed to support leaders in connecting to Africa,
exploring culture, identity, history, leadership, service,
opportunity, and demystifying a continent considered
the origin of many African Americans.

International LeadershipInternational Leadership
ExperienceExperience



Black Excellence Weekend is the perfect
mixture of celebration, community, fun,
and service! This year kicked off with the
Bolstering Your Brilliance Leadership
panel focused on equity, access, and
building community hosted at the
Community College of Aurora. 

The All Black with A Flair Party
reconnected over 100 Alumni and Fellows
with a fun night of good food, libations and
live entertainment.

Black Excellence WeekendBlack Excellence Weekend

ULF Alumni, volunteers and corporate
sponsors served over 700 people
without homes at the 7th Annual
Thanksgiving July in Aurora, CO.
Participants received hearty meals
provided by local food trucks,
showers, haircuts and live
entertainment.

The Run 4 Your Mind 5K held at Town
Center of Aurora continues to grow and
bring awareness to the importance of
addressing mental health in the Black
Community. This year we had over 50
families in attendance!



ULFC continues to support small
Black-owned businesses and
entrepreneurs through the
Bridging the Gap Initiative,
providing over $20K in grants
each year. In partnership with
Western Union, ULFC has gifted
over 100 families with toys and
financial assistance at the
Christmas Jubilee providing over
$60K in support since 2022. .

ULFCULFC   
CommunityCommunity   
InitiativesInitiatives

Christmas Jubilee 2024
50 homeless individuals fed from food

truck.
 93 people feed overall.

89 families showed up in person to
receive gifts.

9 home deliveries to families w/o
transportation

98 of 104 families served with toys
104 families received over $20K in

financial support 
316 total kids impacted with toys



ULFC EducationalULFC Educational
Scholarship for AfricanScholarship for African

AmericansAmericans

 Sarah Williams said
I am a very appreciative of the urban leadership foundation of Colorado scholarship.

This support allowed me to make a decision to focus solely on my education and
maintain a 4.0 GPA. I plan to complete an associate of science at the community

college of Aurora, which offers one of the most exemplary programs in the country.
Thank You.

The ULFC Educational Scholarship for African Americans at CCA is a
25k endowment started to support high achieving students at the
Community College of Aurora  with financial need. This year the
scholarship awarded Sarah Williams and Yafiet Araya.

Araya said:
I am incredibly honored and humble to have been chosen for this scholarship. I
want to extend my Sarah appreciation for your belief in my potential and support
of my educational journey. Receiving this scholarship means more to me than
words. Can Express it alleviates the financial Burden that comes with higher
education. But serves as a testament to my hard work and dedication. Thank you
so much urban leadership foundation of Colorado for your generosity.
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